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ow would it feel to exist in a world where
H technology was organised around

collective wellbeing and security? Where
digital systems and technology infrastructures
were truly shaped by shared needs, care for all
beings and the planet, reciprocal responsibility,
and meaningful democratic participation?
What if the systems that increasingly govern
our lives were not built to sort, rank, predict,
discipline, or consolidate power and resources,
but collectively managed and grounded in
our dignity, security, and wellbeing? And more
urgently, what if communities themselves could
determine who gets to imagine, design, and
govern these systems and, within them, whose
knowledge, values, and realities were centred?

These questions reveal a core contradiction.
Today's dominant technological systems are far
from neutral - they are fundamentally structured
around concentrated, unaccountable structures
where a small set of corporate and state actors
shape what technologies exist, whose knowledge
counts, and whose lives are visible or disposable.
In doing so, these systems don't just reflect
inequality, they actively reproduce and scale
racial, caste-based, and gendered hierarchies. At
their core is a profit model built on extraction,
where human experience is commodified as
data, and greater control over people's lives
becomes a direct source of value.

The language of innovation, efficiency, and
progress obscures the material realities of how
these systems are produced: through extractive
data practices that treat human experience

as raw material; through vast networks of
underpaid, outsourced, and often invisible labour
that sustains Al systems; and through stark
asymmetries in resources that allow a handful

of actors to set global technological agendas
without democratic oversight. At the same time,
the rapid expansion and normalisation of Al is
driving a vast (and often intentionally hidden)
ecological toll. Energy-intensive data centres,
large-scale water consumption for cooling, and
extractive supply chains for hardware production
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are accelerating environmental degradation.

This expanding infrastructure, increasingly
concentrated in the hands of a few, externalises
both its human and environmental impact, while
those who profit from it construct economic,
spatial, and political barriers to shield themselves
from the very harms these systems generate.

This moment is often framed as unprecedented,
but it is more accurately understood as a

rapid intensification of long-standing systems
of domination. The concentration of power
seen in today's technological systems follows

a long historical trajectory, rooted in colonial
extraction, racial capitalism, and patriarchal
governance, where control over information,
bodies, and resources has always prevailed.
What digital technologies have introduced is
not a new logic, but a quantum and deliberately
engineered intensification—the capacity to
centralise authority on an unprecedented
scale, to automate decision-making in ways
that obscure accountability, and to extend
surveillance into the most intimate aspects of
life. The infrastructures may be new, but the
underlying dynamics of domination remain
strikingly consistent, now rendered faster, more
expansive, and increasingly difficult to see, name,
and contest.

Within this expanded architecture of power,
violence against girls and women is not
incidental, it is a core mechanism through
which control is produced and enforced. The
regulation of bodies, particularly those of girls,
women, and gender-diverse people, has long
been central to sustaining social, economic, and
political hierarchies. Practices such as Female
Genital Mutilation (FGM), child marriage, the
erosion of protections against violence, and the
weaponisation of family values” and ‘tradition’
are not isolated or cultural anomalies - they

are systemic instruments of discipline and
oppression. They restrict autonomy, police
sexuality, and reinforce patriarchal, racialised,
and caste-based orders because they serve to
maintain power.



Technology-Facilitated Gender-Based Violence
(TFGBV) must therefore be understood as

an acceleration of these same instruments

of control. Digital systems expand the reach,
scale, and permanence of violence, enabling
surveillance, coercion, and exposure in ways that
are immediate and difficult to escape. Online

harassment, doxxing, cyberstalking, image-based
abuse, and the non-consensual circulation

of intimate data are structured practices that
reproduce domination in digital form. Platform
architectures that prioritise visibility and
engagement actively amplify harm while offering
limited protection to those most at risk.

TFGBV operates as both enforcement and
deterrence, punishing those who resist and
warning others against visibility. Feminists,
LGBTQI+ communities, and young activists

are targeted because they challenge dominant
norms. Technology does not simply mediate

this violence, it intensifies and distributes it,
embedding it within everyday life and reinforcing
the very hierarchies it is built upon.

Yet, in the face of these dominant and
oppressive digital systems and technological
infrastructures, girls and young feminists are
not only resisting, they are actively building
alternative possibilities and infrastructures
grounded in collective care, security, and justice.

GIRLS AND YOUNG FEMINISTS ON
THE FRONTLINES OF OPPRESSION

AND RESISTANCE

Since the COVID pandemic in 2020, we have
been acutely aware of how young feminists have
been affected by the far-reaching and real-world
challenges of technology in their lives. Crucially,
during 2025, through deep reflection and
conversation with grantee partners, we listened
to the strategies and dreams they are deploying
to resist and to reclaim power in these spaces.

As previously cited, what happens online is

not new, it's an escalation of the exact same
patterns of control, partners, communities, and
states extending their reach just through digital
means. For some, the response is to shrink, to
silence and censor themselves - a reactionary
approach that offers some short-term
protection but is not sustainable. For others, the
response is to organise, both online and offline,
rolling out digital literacy and security training,
campaigning for stronger legal protections, and
refusing to cede the digital world to those who
would use it to harm them. They are harnessing
technology to prepare for and respond to crises,
to create systems of mutual aid, to document
injustice, and to sustain connection and
solidarity across borders.

In many places, young feminist movements

are turning the very same tools of surveillance
into channels of resistance. Discord servers,
Telegram groups, and encrypted gaming chat
rooms have become unexpected sites of
political education, rapid mobilisation, and
mutual care during uprisings, from student
protests to queer liberation movements. Young
organisers use these semi-closed networks

to coordinate safety routes, share real-time
updates when public platforms are censored,
and sustain solidarity under regimes of
repression. These digital refuges operate as
both organising infrastructure and community
- ephemeral yet powerful, shaped by creativity
and code-switching that evades algorithmic
detection. What emerges is a new language of
resistance - memes as manifestos, live streams
as truth-telling, and encryption as self-defense.
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Our Rapid Response Pods act within
hours when a girl faces online abuse. In

B W Technology is also a core part of our
activism and healing work. We use

social media and digital storytelling to
challenge stigma, amplify survivor voices,
and share information about consent and
digital safety. Our online campaigns and
virtual healing spaces create solidarity
across distances, especially for youth
who cannot safely participate in public or
in-person activities.”

For many, digital attacks are not incidental - they
are retaliation for visibility. Feminist, queer, and
youth organisers are punished online precisely
because they challenge power offline. This
organising is inseparable from the violence they
face; it takes shape within it, as young feminists
repurpose the very same technologies that

are used against them into infrastructures of
solidarity and survival

the past year, they have supported 200
survivors, helping 80% regain control

of their accounts and remove harmful
content within 48 hours. One 17-year-old
girl, whose private photos were leaked,
returned to school after our team helped
take down the images and provided
emotional first aid. She now mentors
others. Through Digital Resilience

Hubs, girls learn privacy, consent, and
online boundaries using their phones to
practise safety in real-time. Our Recovery
Pathway offers six weeks of peer healing
circles, mentorship, and school or work
reintegration.”

Collectives of girls and young feminists are also
pushing the boundaries of what technology can
be - reclaiming it for the feminist movement.

1)

Across these contexts, we see technology
turned against power in a politics of digital
refusal and creation. Feminists are not only
adapting to hostile systems, they are building
parallel infrastructures of care, communication,
and survival. This is what makes feminist
technological work a form of resistance, not
merely harm mitigation.

To us, this is not surprising. At Purposeful, we

ground our work in two fundamental truths. The
first, is that to be a girl and young feminist in
this world is to live on the frontline of injustice -
physically and virtually. The second, is that to be
a girl and a young feminist is to resist.



HOW PURPOSEFUL IS
SUPPORTING GIRLS AND @
YOUNG FEMINISTS

standing leadership of feminist movements

working at the intersection of technology
and digital security. This is not new work; it
builds on decades of knowledge, strategy, and

P urposeful's approach recognises the long-

practice developed by feminist actors globally. Recognising the critical importance of feminist
We continue to learn from and alongside technological infrastructure and its holistic
partners, such as the Association for Progressive  potential, Purposeful is moving money to girls
Communications (APC) and Numun Fund, who, and young feminists working across a spectrum
with a strong focus on the Global Majority, have of technology. This spectrum is not a linear

led critical resourcing and ecosystem-building path from a place of harm to security, but a
efforts worldwide, where some of the most continuous cycle of practice and reflection.

innovative feminist technological efforts and
infrastructures are being shaped.

o

Face renewed S : Build collective
threats as T anline and offline
systems adapt  ERh -' TESPONEES

Each cycle deepens collective knowledge and
resilience. Feminist technologists continuously move
between these phases; recovering, resisting, rebuilding.
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Grantee Partners’ Experiences of TFGBV
Global insights collected from 46 grantee partners between March and May 2025

With three out of four grantee partners (76%)
reporting that they and/or the communities they
reach experience TFGBYV, it is clearly widespread
and escalating. Grantee partners share that
TFGBV is often linked to their activism, their
LGBTQI+ identity, or their role as human rights
defenders. In some cases, it is an extension of
Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) or simply the
reality of being a girl or woman in this world.
There have been reports from the
community of people outing people’s
sexuality [online] to their family, work
colleagues or their bosses. And we've had
scenarios where people have had to flee
from their houses.”
- Grantee Partner, Ghana

TFGBY is normalised as ‘love’, in romance
where partners demand passwords,
monitor WhatsApp chats, and use
screenshots or intimate photos for
blackmail for refusal of sex or leaving
abusive relationships. In friendships,
private conversations leaked in
WhatsApp groups shame girls for
speaking about sexuality, contraception,
or safe abortion. Former friends create
fake accounts to spread rumours, and
cyberbullying is common. Young sex
workers continue to experience severe
digital violence. Men secretly record
sexual encounters and use the videos to
extort, while community vigilante groups
run Facebook ‘exposure pages’ that
shame sex workers and out them to their
families, putting their safety at risk, and
even refusing to pay.”

- Grantee Partner, Kenya
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Over half of grantee partners (51%) note that
being visible as an activist carries inherent
TFGEV risk. As activists are more visible online
as the faces of their organisations and causes,
they position themselves directly in the firing
line. Grantee partners reported experiencing
varied types of TFGBYV, including online
harassment, cyberstalking, cybermobbing,
image-based abuse, hacking, doxxing, and
online impersonation; all attempts to threaten,
discredit, and damage their movements,
organisations, communities, reputations, and
ultimately, their security.

Around two in five grantee partners (43%)
who experience types of TFGBV, work with

the LGBTQI+ community and, in most cases,
identify as LGBTQI+ themselves. Many of these
individuals reported significant forms of TFGBV,
especially doxxing, where their sexuality has
been shared online, without their consent.

One in five grantee partners (20%) shared

that their experience extends to cases of IPV,
including online harassment, cyberbullying,
cyberstalking, doxxing, image-based abuse,
non-consensual sharing of intimate images

and sextortion. In most cases, the perpetrator
was a previous romantic and/or sexual partner
seeking revenge or personal gain. In some cases,
the perpetrator was a current romantic and/or
sexual partner, seeking to blackmail an individual
into staying in a relationship.

While some individuals have particular
vulnerabilities regarding TFGBYV, it must be
stressed that the demographies and populations
experiencing this violence are incredibly varied.
Girls and women are vulnerable to TFGBV
simply because they are girls and women.
Penetrating spaces that once were considered
secure, the readily available access to
technology has facilitated uninhibited violence.

What happens in the digital world has very
real-world consequences. The impact includes
grooming, an escalation to physical violence,
deteriorating mental health, fraud and/or loss of
employment, homes and support networks.



Collectives of girls and young
feminists leveraging technology
to create feminist infrastructures
of care, resistance, and healing in
crisis.

Since 2020, through the Global Resilience Fund
(GRF), we have resourced feminist technology
infrastructures for crisis response, with multi-
year funding commitments, and rapid-response
grants to groups in moments of acute crisis.
These grants offer girls and young feminists
engaged in technological crisis response, the
clarity, stability, and sustained backing necessary
to strengthen and build resilient and adaptive
feminist technological infrastructures. This
work also aims to build synergy and solidarity
across contexts, supporting groups to access
key movement spaces, and to learn from each
other’s strategies.

Examples:

« Across South Asia, feminist technological
collectives are creating open-source tools to
document caste- and gender-based violence
while pushing back against state surveillance,
biometric data collection, and internet
shutdowns deployed to silence opposition.

« In Palestine, young feminists are constructing
encrypted communication infrastructure to
sustain organising under digital occupation
and pervasive surveillance, establishing
support networks around the world to protect
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this information from erasure. In the face of
ongoing genocide, they have built community-
driven connectivity systems to preserve
access to critical information and maintain
communication channels under siege and
blackout conditions.

« In Kenya, young feminist activists are
merging digital literacy with community-level
organising to challenge violence against
girls and women and police brutality. Using
mobile phones, survivors and activists record
testimonies that are then distributed through
Bluetooth and offline sharing applications,
bypassing surveillance and censorship, that
are then further amplified through community
gatherings and local radio, fostering collective
accountability and healing.

« In Mexico and Central America, trans and
queer feminist hackers are carving out digital
safe spaces and equipping communities
with cyber self-defense skills, building anti-
surveillance tools that protect users while
affirming their identities and political power.

Read more about these grantee partners in
Weaving Decolonial Feminist Tech for Survival,

Care & Resistance.



https://www.theglobalresiliencefund.org/
https://www.theglobalresiliencefund.org/
https://wearepurposeful.org/weaving-decolonial-feminist-tech/
https://wearepurposeful.org/weaving-decolonial-feminist-tech/

Collectives of girls and young
feminists building their own online
and offline tools and strategies to
respond to and prevent TFGBV.

Since 2025, partnering with the Numun Fund,
and with more intention, we have been moving
resources to grantee partners working in this
space.

Examples:

« In Brazil, a grantee partner focuses on digital
care and security, with a focus on trans
activists and allies. They cover topics such as
protecting social media accounts, managing
passwords, and identifying different types of
online attacks. They are working on a digital
tool to monitor and map TFGBV cases.

« In Malawi, a girl-led collective, incorporates
TFGBV prevention through cybersecurity and
digital literacy training, in their mentorship and
safe space model in secondary schools. In the
coming year, they are expanding their work to
universities and communities.

« InZimbabwe, a grantee partner is capturing
stories and data on the experiences of trans
and gender-diverse peoples’ experience
of TFGBV. Through this process, they are
creating a knowledge book, filling critical
gaps in understanding around TFGBV and the
LGTBQI+ community.
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Girls and young women are
advancing their feminist
education, building solidarity and
protecting each other through
online connection and resources.

Since 2020, through in-depth work with
collectives of adolescent girls and young
women mentors in Sierra Leone, we have

been addressing the gender technology gap
by providing smartphones and data directly

to them as a critical movement building tool.
Collectives leverage these tools to access
feminist education resources and to connect
with other collectives across the country. From
a programming perspective, these smartphones
have also become essential safeguarding
infrastructure, where collectives can directly
contact adult allies, including our own team, in
times of crisis.

Meanwhile, we are building out accompaniment
for those leading the work from the front, for
those exploring technology for the first time,
and for those grantees who face TFGBV as

a challenge but do not yet have the skills or
resources to mount a resistance strategy.



Cooperativa Caulerpas, Salud
en Espiral - Care, Autonomy, and
Collective Joy

In 2022, in Michoacan, Mexico, a group of young
women created Cooperativa Caulerpas, Salud
en Espiral. Their work is rooted in listening,
welcoming, and creating a society where
diversity can flourish. Operating in Morelia

and throughout the state, the cooperative
guarantees the right to health for young
women, girls, and LGBTQI+ communities. Their
work prioritises access to safe abortion, the
promotion of sexual and reproductive rights
based on care and pleasure, and providing
support to those facing discrimination in
healthcare services, where queer and trans
bodies are often erased.

Two doctors and one nurse make up the

team, working collectively to share decisions
based on listening to their communities, and
translating medical language into accessible
terms to create appropriate and shareable
educational materials. They face both digital and
physical harm: misinformation about abortion,
doxxing, LGBTQI+ hate speech, and transphobia
practised by healthcare professionals in private
networks and online groups. In response, the
cooperative has turned technology into a tool of
resistance:

« They produce evidence-based online content
to destigmatise abortion among young
people in Indigenous territories.

« They develop guides, fanzines, and
educational materials in plain language that
have since been reproduced by collectives in
other countries.

GRANTEE PARTNER SPOTLIGHTS

« They maintain secure communication
channels for sexual and reproductive health
guidance and accompaniment for safe
abortion.

« They document experiences and voices of
girls, young people, and dissidents through
photos, audio, and video.

« They store medical records in their clinic,
ensuring privacy for those seeking care.

Their work is guided by those who have
experienced violence. With support from
collective networks, they develop care protocols
that prioritise autonomy, comfort, and rights,
regardless of age or how a person arrives

to them. Concrete results strengthen their
work, including their learning materials being
requested by other collectives, and those
arriving to them from Indigenous communities
seeking help.

Future plans include strengthening access

to safe abortion, including Manual Vacuum
Aspiration (MVA), expanding their knowledge
with other women, offering care to human

rights defenders, creating video classes and
occupying new platforms, translating materials
into Purépecha as an act of territorial justice,
and maintaining secure channels for those living
in areas affected by armed violence.

In a state allocating more than 30,000 dollars

to militarisation, the cooperative relies on
technology as an ally to produce and share
knowledge, ensure continuity of care, and
sustain networks across diverse territories,

and all in the knowledge that medication,
information, and connection are technologies of
autonomy.
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Feminists in Kenya - Reclaiming
and Transforming Narratives

Starting online in 2018, Feminists in Kenya is a
social movement of Black feminist and Queer
activists, rooted in community, resistance, and
joy. Responding to the rising tide of femicide
and violence against women in Kenya and

an inadequate government response, they
partnered, in 2019, with grassroots organisations
and activists across Kenya, to organise the
nationwide protest Total Shut Down Kenya
#TotalShutDownKE, successfully mobilising
more than 40,000 people in Nairobi alone.

Feminists in Kenya continues to engage in « They produce webinars, blogs, vodcasts, and
feminist technology work by building digital podcasts exploring topics like sexuality and
organising strategies, producing feminist the internet, online gender-based violence,
knowledge, and providing political education: and the non-consensual sharing of intimate
« Through their feminist learning exchange Images.
initiative, Borderless Feminisms, they » Recently, they launched The Feminist
connect with feminists worldwide, magazine. The first issue features essays,
exchange movement-building tactics, share poems, and writings by more than 30 African
opportunities, and collectively build “mass feminists on issues ranging from resistance
power to resist the growth of anti-rights and rest to dreaming and movement building.

movements.”

The story of Feminists in Kenya embodies
persistence, discipline, and a refusal to cede the
digital territory. Instead, they reclaim existing
technology infrastructures and tools, and use
them to build the movement, to assert the

+ They are part of the International ICT Policy right to narrate, to educate, and to organise
for East and Southern Africa (CIPESA) Digital collectively.

Rights Hub, a regional advocacy space
addressing disinformation, TFGBV, and the
security of activists on digital platforms.

« They host an annual Digital Feminist
Convening to explore movement building in a
digital age and create spaces for rest and care
for digital feminist organisers.
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https://feministsinkenya.org/

Gaza Connectivity Initiative
- Building Connectivity
Infrastructures

In October 2023, a week into the genocide in
Gaza, two Palestinian friends in exile, Farah and
Sarah, began experimenting with eSIMs (digital
SIM cards) as Israel moved to cut off internet
and telecommunications in Gaza. As Israeli
attacks destroyed local telecom infrastructure,
eSIMs became a critical lifeline, enabling
communities to access life-saving information,
stay in touch with loved ones, and facilitate
journalism.

The initiative grew rapidly from two members
to around ten volunteers, distributing eSIMs to
families, students, journalists, and healthcare
workers. Scaling up through a WhatsApp bot,
prompted a crucial reflection on the tension
between technology and feminist principles.
Farah explains:

“Scaling by automating part of the process was
important, but we constantly asked ourselves,
are we maintaining a human-centred process
that is rooted in care? Not having automations
meant wed send all eSIMs directly to all our
people in Gaza. Wed end up chatting, discussing
politics and developments, and getting to know
each other. We became friends with many. This
broadened our understanding of connectivity. It
is also about building these relationships, not
simply sending a QR code to someone.”

After two years, the occupation had destroyed
almost 80% of Gaza's infrastructure, including
the telecoms targeted from the very beginning.
Asked how they have sustained the initiative,
Farah roots their resilience in the Palestinian
tradition of sumud, or steadfastness:

“Our people in Palestine resist everyday attempts
to erase them. They teach us that resistance
starts in the mind by rejecting colonial attempts
to subjugate it. As the revolutionary Marxist writer
Mehdi Amel said, and I'm paraphrasing, You are
not defeated as long as you continue to resist.”

Care is the core political and operational engine.
Palestinians in Gaza have guided the initiative
towards practical solutions, identifying reliable
eSIMs, workarounds for getting cash into Gaza,
and developing low-technology makeshift
hotspots using buckets hung from rooftops. The
collective reflects:

“We knew eSIMs were imperfect, especially
because of our lack of control over the technical
infrastructure, but this drove us to focus

on building and sustaining an alternative
infrastructure of people organising collectively
with creativity, discipline, and courage.”

Their most profound innovation is not the
technology they deploy, but the resilient, care-
centred network they have built, proving that the
most vital infrastructure is forged from genuine
solidarity and collective will.

&
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Ligue Nigérienne des Droits
des Femmes (Nigerien League
for Women’s Rights), Niger

- Combatting TFGBV and
Supporting Survivors

In a politically unstable Niger, where coups,
sanctions, and shrinking civic space have
severely disrupted feminist organising, Ligue
Nigérienne des Droits des Femmes is building
one of the most structured and visionary
movements for women and girls' rights. With
their Purposeful grant, they established a
feminist library and canteen in Niamey, a space
now home to the Académie Féministe, offering
political education, feminist training, and
collective organising for adolescent girls and
young women. Amid major political setbacks,
including the removal of the Women's Affairs
Ministry and a rollback of SRHR modules in

-i.
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schools, the Ligue is filling institutional gaps
with grassroots power. In addition to leveraging
social media to raise awareness about violence,
one of their initiatives is the Cyber Resilience
Hotline, run by young feminist activists. The
hotline provides:

Reliable and accessible information on
online violence (harassment, identity theft,
sextortion, etc.)

Referrals to legal and administrative remedies
Assistance with complaint procedures

The possibility of consultations with a trusted
psychologist

The provision of sexual and reproductive
health products and information for survivors.
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SafeOnline Women, Kenya -

Developing Technology Solutions
Against TFGBV and IPV

SafeOnline Women Kenya (SOW-Kenya)

is a civic technology community-based
organisation focused on online safety and
security for young women and girls, with a
main focus on ending TFGBV. The organisation
was founded in response to the founder’s lived
experience of cyberbullying that escalated

into real-world stalking, and is led by a group
of young technology activists and feminists.
The organisation confronts TFGBV in Kenya

by addressing the absence of safe, survivor-
centred digital spaces and support systems for
women and girls experiencing online abuse.
Their work addresses a wide range of abuses,
including image-based violence, sextortion,
cyberstalking, impersonation, and TFGBV with
IPV which often intersects with offline coercive

control and economic abuse.

Y A

They are implementing two core strategies:

« Building the SafeHer Mobile App - a secure
platform co-designed with young women
from rural and marginalised communities.
The app enables anonymous reporting, and
connects survivors to a feminist network of
pro bono women lawyers and mental health
practitioners, facilitating access to legal
support and healing.

« Implementing the TechSecure Literacy
Curriculum - a digital safety training
programme equipping young women and
girls with practical skills in cybersecurity, data
protection, and strategies to prevent and
respond to TFGBV.

With the support over the next years, SOW-
Kenya plans to:

« Develop a covert documentation feature with
a dual interface for the SafeHer app, allowing
it to be discreetly disguised (such as a period
tracker), addressing surveillance risks faced
by survivors of IPV.

« Conduct participatory research with survivors
to better understand barriers to app adoption,
including the normalisation of digital
violence and security risks in intimate partner
contexts.

« Scale the TechSecure Literacy Curriculum
to reach over 500 young women among
university students.
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https://sow-kenya.org/

EMERGING LEARNING AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

echnology is increasingly a site of
I violence and resistance, a terrain where

surveillance, abuse, and state control
collide with encryption, solidarity, and collective
power. As we continue this journey alongside
our grantee partners, several key learnings and
recommendations are beginning to emerge,
offering valuable insights for other funders
working in, or adjacent to, this space:

1. Fund Feminist Technology as Essential Crisis
Infrastructure - Despite the deep work girls and
young feminists are undertaking to build and
sustain alternative technological infrastructures
for the world we want, minimal support and
resources are going into their crisis response
efforts. In fact, less than 1% of humanitarian

and technology funding goes to initiatives at
the intersection of gender, technology, and
emergency response. This chronic under-
resourcing not only undermines the potential of
these movements to transform crisis response
and systems, it actively exacerbates the harm
caused. Funders have a critical role to play in
resourcing this work - boldly, consistently, and

in deep alignment with the values that feminist
movements are embedding into every line of
code, strategy, infrastructure, and relationship.

2. Invest in Feminist Technology - Resource

the people, communities, and movements who
are actively shaping alternative digital futures.
These groups are not only resisting extractive
and oppressive technologies, they are designing
and practicing radically different models.
Feminist technology offers an essential counter-
infrastructure: values-aligned, community-driven,
transparent, and accountable. Philanthropy
must begin to fund different architectures

and power dynamics that shift control back to
communities.
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3. Fund Holistic Models to Move Beyond

the Online / Offline Binary - Girls and young
feminists developing online strategies to

prevent and respond to TFGBV also carry offline
components to their work, from in-person
training and campaigns to direct support for
survivors. It is critical to think of technology work
as holistic and not reduce it to the binary.

4. Fund Bravely and Creatively - Grassroots
feminist movements are often the first and
most trusted responders in times of crisis.
When disasters strike, genocides unfold, or
authoritarian regimes escalate repression, it is
not large NGOs but local feminist collectives and
organisers who are called upon by communities.
Feminist technology is a critical part of this
frontline response, whether by maintaining
connectivity and secure communication,
documenting human rights violations,
developing digital tools to navigate censorship
and shutdowns, or building support networks
for displaced communities to access vital
information and resources.

5. Embed Collective Care and Holistic Digital
Security Across All Partnerships - Digital
security cannot be an afterthought or a
standalone training module. Funders should
resource holistic digital security support

as a standard component of grantmaking,
recognising that the activists, organisers, and
communities they resource are operating in
contexts of real and escalating threat.




- Look across
your organisational work to assess where you
are putting technology in the hands of those
you work with. For example, in our girl-centred
programming in Sierra Leone, we provide young
women mentors with smartphones in order to
communicate, collect real-time learning and
make payments. This must be accompanied
with digital literacy and security support.

7. Resource Tailored Accompaniment - Girls and
young feminists live on a spectrum of readiness,
experience, and access shaped by their specific
social, political, cultural, and material contexts.
Accompaniment must be tailored and flexible
rather than standardised. It should build both
individual skills and collective organisational
capacity over time, encompassing technical
knowledge such as cybersecurity and data
protection, alongside the feminist political
education needed to understand why these
tools matter. Funders should resource the
experienced practitioners and intermediary
organisations who provide this accompaniment,
treating it as essential infrastructure, not as an
add-on.

- Funders
must critically examine their own portfolios and
institutional relationships, actively divesting
from technologies that enable surveillance,
extractive data practices, and systems that
reproduce racial, caste-based, and gendered
harm. This means moving beyond neutral do no
harm’ frameworks towards active accountability,
interrogating which companies, platforms,
and infrastructures benefit from philanthropic
capital, and ensuring that funding for feminist
technology is not undermined by investments
in the very systems that young feminists are
resisting.

9. Invest in Deep, Continuous Feminist
Technology Education for Funders -
Philanthropy cannot resource what it does not
understand. Funders must commit to ongoing,
substantive education in feminist technology,
going beyond surface-level digital literacy to
engage critically with how power operates in
technological systems, whose knowledge is
centred, and what genuine alternatives look like.
This means creating dedicated learning spaces,
engaging directly with feminist technology
practitioners and movement leaders, and
building internal institutional capacity to make
informed, values-aligned funding decisions
over time. We suggest starting with the APC's
Feminist Principles of the Internet.

- It can feel like
TFGBV is a new trend or issue, but it is important
to underscore that it is a manifestation of the
violence being inflicted on girls, women, and
minorities every day, and this should be included
in funders' GBV work. Remember that three out
of four grantee partners reported that they and/
or the communities they work with experience
TFGBV. LGBTQI+ groups are especially at risk,
with doxxing and forced outing leading to
homelessness, abuse, and job loss. One in five
explicitly reported severe mental health impacts,
making psychosocial support a frontline need.
To meet these learnings and this reality, there
is no question that we must build, connect,
and protect feminist digital infrastructures
that make resistance possible. The activists
in this report are already doing so, designing
security networks, encrypted lifelines, and
spaces of collective care. The pressing task for
philanthropy is to now resource these practices
boldly and consistently, with flexible, trust-
based, long-term funding that treats feminist
technology as essential crisis infrastructure, as
vital to movement survival as food, shelter, or
legal aid.
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Algorithmic harm

Discord server

Encrypted communication

Holistic digital security

Open-source tools

The damage caused by automated decision-making systems that
embed and reproduce bias, discrimination, or targeted abuse.

The repeated use of digital technology to harass, monitor, or
intimidate an individual, often involving tracking someone’s online
activity, location, or communications without their knowledge or
consent.

Originally built for online gamers, these are private or semi-private
online community spaces within the Discord platform, used for
text, voice, and video communication. In crisis and/or highly
oppressive contexts, these servers function as sites of political
education, rapid mobilisation, and mutual support, with the ability
to evade detection.

The malicious publishing of someone's private personal
information online without their consent, often to incite
harassment or harm.

The process of converting messages into coded form so that
only intended recipients can read them, protecting privacy and
security.

A digital SIM card built into a device, allowing users to connect
to mobile networks without a physical card and the registration
process it often entails.

“The practice of designing a digital safety model that is holistic
and prioritises safety in all fronts including physical, digital and
pychosocial. This model is customised based on a person'’s risk
assessment.” Read more from APC on this concept and definition.

Often inaccurately referred to as ‘revenge porn) it refers to the
use of photographs or videos to harm, coerce, or humiliate an
individual, including the threatened or actual sharing of intimate
images without consent. It is often deployed as a tool of control
within or after relationships.

Software whose underlying code is publicly available, allowing
communities to freely use, modify, and share it.

A form of blackmail in which someone threatens to share intimate
images or information unless demands are met.
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We are deeply grateful to our grantee partners, who have provided
their time and knowledge to produce this report. It is a privilege to
lift their voices and amplify the essential work they are leading.
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